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2 Adviser H 5

Haiku (FEF]) and Creative Music Lesson

Adviser C. Victor Fung (EZ X — « 7 3 )

Creativity does not occur in a vacuum but must evolve in a cultural
environment and be agreed by a community. This idea of creativity has been
ingrained in me since I learned about Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi’ s work years
ago. When Professor Yukiko Tsubonou asked me to suggest a creative music
lesson idea for elementary school students in Japan, I immediately knew
that the lesson should be characteristically Japanese and that it should be
meaningful to local elementary school students. Based on my limited
understanding of the Japanese culture and Japanese children’ s artistic
life, the combination of Aarku and creating music for it came to mind with
great enthusiasm and confidence. I first learned about Aaiku when 1 was
learning the Japanese language in the U.S., where the teacher explained
this Japanese poetic form in only one of the classes. I did not realize the
significance of Aaiku until 1 witnessed violin students in a Suzuki studio
in Tokyo reciting a set of Aarku in unison in many of the group classes.
They sounded extremely interesting, powerful, and beautiful. I also came
across haiku in the Japanese children’ s literature in Japan. A
conversation with a master music teacher Takashi Tokuda—sensei confirmed
that his students have been working on Aaiku in their language classes.
This coincidence immediately provided a resounding support to pursue
creating music for the haiku that the students have created, despite many
remaining challenges. I was told that no known music teacher in Japan has
ever tried the idea. I believed that the music creation should feature
Japanese musical sounds, and therefore traditional musical instruments were
used. Another key element of the lesson was the theme of experiencing four
seasons in Japan. Since I have lived in a few different parts of North
America and Asia, I have a deep appreciation of the distinctive four

seasons found in Japan, which should not be taken for granted. As far as I
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can tell, the distinctive beauty of the four seasons in Japan is a unique
combination of the geographic location and the natural environment and
resources, which is not easy to find elsewhere. I would characterize the
experience of the four distinctive seasons as part of the Japanese cultural
environment. In sum, as a non—Japanese with limited experience living in
Japan, I cannot think of anything better than creating music with Aariku to
express the experience of the four seasons in Japan that features

traditional Japanese sounds.
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